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Chapter VIII. gives a description of this country, and enters
into some detail of its political history and social composition.
Of the other chapters, that upon the origin of divine myths in
India is, in effect, a somewhat venturesome attempt to resus-
citate the discredited notions of Euemerus on the subject, and
to suggest that some of the latest theories regarding the sources
of ancient mythology have been extended too far.    The writer,
however, has no pretensions to scholarship, and can only claim
to have analysed and registered the visible growth of myths in
India as a phenomenon which cannot but throw much light upon
the   derivation of  the heroic and   divine   legends of classic
antiquity, in Europe as well as in Asia.    In this chapter, and
in others, some account is also given of the manner in which
the  myth-making faculty expands  into the processes  which
evolve polytheism by the gradual elevation of heroes, saints, and
remarkable personages to the higher honours of divinity.    The
rapidity *with which their real history became transformed and
their earthly origin is lost in the clouds, and the extent to which
the evolution  of deities is still going on after this fashion
through a large portion of Asia, is perhaps not usually known
or appreciated, even by students  of primitive religions*    It
appears to be actively at work in China, under a curious and
probably unique system of State encouragement and control,
whereby the deifying processes are subordinated to adminis-
trative authority.    Some illustrations of this system, and of the
extent to which it prevails, are given in. the sixth chapter ; but
the exact nature of the relations between the government and
the religions of China can only be determined by those who
know the country and have mixed with the people.

Chapter V* reproduces an Essay in which I ventured upon
some dissent from certain views put forth by Professor Max